
significant gains." 

Education Commissioner Lucille E. 

Davy thanked the Governor for his 

leadership and steadfast support of a 

first-class education for New Jersey's 

students. 

"Governor Corzine has been unwaver-

ing in his commitment to a bright and 

prosperous future for our young peo-

ple," she said. 

"Under his leadership, we have in 

place a new school funding formula 

that ensures that schools have the re-

sources they need to help our students 

succeed in a global economy," Com-

missioner Davy continued.  "But be-

yond that, he has introduced programs 

designed to address the needs of our 

most vulnerable students, such as at-

risk preschool students and students 

with autism. 

"The CEP report is a clear sign that our 

approach to improving teaching and 

learning is working and that the invest-

ment in our schools is paying off," the 

Commissioner said. 

The achievement gap is a term used by 

educators to describe a disparity in 

TRENTON-New Jersey's public 

schools are making notable progress 

in closing the achievement gap be-

tween African American, Latino and 

low-income students and their class-

mates, Governor Jon S. Corzine and 

Education Commissioner Lucille 

Davy announced today. A national 

study released this morning, State 

Test Score Trends Through 2007-08, 

indicates that between 2006 and 

2008, the percentage of students 

proficient in math and reading has 

increased throughout the state. 

At the fourth-grade level, math profi-

ciency for African American students 

increased from 63% to 68%. For 

Latino students, the proficiency rate 

rose from 72% to 76% and for low-

income students, math proficiency 

grew from 68 % to 72%. Scores for 

White students rose from 90% to 

92% while proficiency scores for 

Asian students improved from 94% 

to 95% and Native American student 

results rose from 78% to 83%. 

Moderate improvements were ex-

perienced in fourth-grade reading 

scores.  From 2006-2008, the per-

centage of fourth-grade African 

American students reaching read-

ing proficiency grew from 63% to 

67%. Proficiency rates for Latino 

students increased from 67% to 

73% and low-income student fig-

ures rose from 63% to 69%. For 

White students, reading proficiency 

grew  from 88% to 89%.  Asian 

student scores improved from 91% 

to 93% while Native American 

student proficiency decreased 

slightly from 73% to 72%. 

"We are on the right track, but 

much hard work remains for us to 

make sure that every child in New 

Jersey has an equal chance at a 

quality education and a bright fu-

ture," said Governor Corzine. 

"Improving educational opportuni-

ties for all children throughout the 

state is a priority of this administra-

tion. I applaud our partners, the 

educators, the families and most of 

all, our students for achieving these 
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Sheila Y. Oliver (D) is seeking her fourth term in the Assembly. 
She chairs the Human Services Committee and serves on the 
Higher Education and the Labor committees. Oliver is the 
assistant county administrator for Essex County 

 Thomas P. Giblin (D) is seeking his third term in the Assembly.  He is deputy 
majority leader and vice chair of the Regulated Professions Committee. He 
serves on the Higher Education and the Transportation, Public Works and Inde-
pendent Authorities committees. Giblin is a labor union officer  with Local 68 
Operating Engineers. 

 

Leaders 

committed to 

education!!!  

 

Please be sure to 

cast your vote! 

We’re on the 
web. 

Www.eceaonline.
org 

Support 
NJEA  

candidates!! 

PAC—Voting Guide  

Ralph R. Caputo (D) is seeking his second term in the 
Assembly. He is vice chair of the Homeland Security and 
State Preparedness Committee and serves on the Tourism and 
Gaming Committee. Caputo is a retired educator and school 
administrator. He also had a career in the private sector as vice 
president of National Marketing. He also serves as an Essex 
County Freeholder 

Cleopatra G. Tucker (D) is seeking her second term in the 
Assembly. She is vice chair of the Military and Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee and serves on the Human Services 
Committee. Tucker is retired from the Newark Housing 
Authority and is executive director of The Centre, Inc., 
which was recently renamed the Donald K. Tucker Complex 
for her late husband. 

John F. McKeon (D) is seeking his fifth term in the 
Assembly. He chairs the Environment and Solid Waste 
Committee and serves on the Financial Institutions and 
Insurance Committee. McKeon is an attorney and Mayor of 
West Orange. 

Mila M. Jasey (D) is seeking her second full term in the 
Assembly. She is vice chair of the Housing and Local 
Government Committee and serves on the Education 
Committee as well as the Joint Committee on Housing 
Affordability and the Joint Committee on the Public Schools. 
She is a former member of the South Orange Board of 
Education. 



 

student achievement between all students tested and specific racial-ethnic groups, and between more affluent students and 

their economically disadvantaged counterparts.  Educators throughout of the United States have attempted to tackle the 

problem with a wide variety of programs over the past decade, but the achievement gap has persisted. 

The report released today studied the performance of students on standardized tests across the country based on their 

racial-ethnic backgrounds and economic status.  It also detailed performance on exams by special education students and 

students who are limited English proficient. 

"A clear trend of narrowing gaps was evident for all major subgroups at the elementary and high school levels," accord-

ing to the CEP profile of New Jersey's results for fourth-grade and eleventh-grade students.  For grade four math, "gains 

were notably large for African American and low-income students at the proficient-and-above level." 

CEP reported New Jersey's general trend by stating, "With just one exception, achievement gaps for African American, 

Latino and low-income students narrowed in reading and math at the elementary levels." 

To access the entire report, visit: www.cep-dc.org 

"We view these results as the beginning of a trend," Commissioner Davy said.  "We have to continue to build our educa-
tion system from high quality preschools to re-designed high schools, with effective programs in all grades in-between." 

The report released today by the Washington. D.C. based Center for Education Policy (CEP) comes just a few weeks 
after New Jersey schools received praise from Linda Darling-Hammond, the Charles E. Ducommun Professor of Educa-
tion at Stanford University where she has launched the Stanford Center for Opportunity Policy in Education and the 
School Redesign Network and served as faculty sponsor for the Stanford Teacher Education Program. She is a former 
president of the American Educational Research Association and member of the National Academy of Education. Her 
research, teaching, and policy work focus on issues of school restructuring, teacher quality and educational equity. In 
2006, she was named one of the nation's 10 most influential people affecting educational policy over the last decade. 

Writing for the National Journal.com in response to the question "What are the Best Methods for School Improvement?" 
Darling-Hammond wrote: 

New Jersey has succeeded because of its systematic approach to education improvement.  Across the state, it invested in 
quality preschool.  It made real investments in quality teacher pedagogy.  And it did so in a wholesale way, moving past 
an era of pilot projects and heading directly into wholesale, systemic improvement. 

The results speak for themselves.  Today, New Jersey, a state where 45 percent of students are of color, ranks first in the 
nation in writing performance on NAEP (National Assessment of Education Progress) and among the top five states in 
every other subject area - competing neck-and-neck with states that have many fewer low-income students of color. 

Taking demographics into account, New Jersey is arguably the highest achieving state in the nation.  It has cut its 
achievement gap in half over the last decade, and its African American and Hispanic students outscore the average stu-
dent in California. 

"I am always gratified to hear our accomplishments validated by others, particularly from such distinguished educators 
such as Dr. Darling-Hammond and respected organizations such the Center for Education Policy," Commissioner Davy 
said.  "When I meet educators from other states, they praise our efforts and want to know the ‘secrets to our success.'  We 
are seen as a leading state in many areas of school reform." 

Achievment Gap Narrowing, cont. 

New Jersey has 
succeeded be-
cause of its sys-
tematic ap-
proach to edu-
cation improve-
ment.  Across 
the state, it in-
vested in quality 
preschool.   

PAGE  3 

Taken from the Office of the Governor- ://www.state.nj.us/governor/news/news/2009/approved/20091001.html 

Corzine  
Right for  
Education  
 
Right for 
New Jersey 
 
Vote Jon 
Corzine 

Under Gov. Corzine’s leadership, 
school funding is on the rise, pension 
funding is on the right track, 
our health benefi ts are more secure, 
and our students have better 
opportunities. 
Taken from nea.org 

http://www.cep-dc.org/�
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Which Candidate is on Our Side? Jon Corzine 
 Jon Corzine has funded our pensions 

 Jon Corzine understands the value of 
health benefits 

 Jon Corzine supports collective bar-
gaining 

 Jon Corzine is committed to funding 
public education 

 Jon Corzine knows that preschool mat-
ters 

 Jon Corzine opposes vouchers 

 

NJEA Convention 
 

November 5 & 6 
 

ECEA Hospitality Suite 
Sheraton Hotel  

11:00 AM — 1:00 PM 
 
 
 

ECEA Bus 
To NJEA 

Convention 
 

Thursday, 
Nov. 5, 2009 

 
$20.00 per per-

son 
 

Contact Sandy 
Linton 

Albert Coutinho (D) is seeking his second term in the 
Assembly. He is vice chair of the Commerce and Economic 
Development Committee and serves on the Budget and 
the Higher Education committees. Coutinho is a managing 
partner in Alter International, a business development 
consulting firm. 

L. Grace Spencer (D) is seeking her second term in the 
Assembly. She is vice chair of the Financial Institutions 
and Insurance Committee and serves on the Law and Public 
Safety and the Judiciary committees. Spencer is an attorney 
in private practice 

Frederick Scalera (D) has served in the Assembly since 2003. 
He is deputy speaker and chairs the Homeland Security and 
State Preparedness Committee. He serves on the Housing and 
Local Government and Labor committees. Scalera is Nutley’s 
deputy fire  chief. 

Gary S. Schaer (D) is seeing his third term in the Assembly. 
He chairs the Financial Institutions and Insurance Committee, is 
vice chair of the State Government and the Budget committees. 
He is vice president of a financial services company. 

 Chris Christie wants to shut down our 
pension system 

 
 Chris Christie wants to cut benefits and 

increase our health premiums 
 
 Chris Christie wants to put an end to col-

lective bargaining 
 
 Chris Christie wants to cut spending on 

education 
 
 Chris Christie calls preschool government-

funded “babysitting” 
 
 Chris Christie wants to spend tax dollars 

on private school vouchers 
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